Background

The Asian Arts Initiative is a community arts center in Philadelphia that is grounded in the belief that the arts can provide an important political and cultural voice for Asian Americans. Our Gallery Program is a forum for emerging visual artists to engage Asian American communities through contemporary art exhibitions, workshops, and events that address our current social context and challenge how we look at art and who participates in its creation. Chinatown In/flux takes art outside of the traditional “vanilla box” of a gallery and instead situates installations in public and private sites throughout a neighborhood, mirroring our belief that art is integral to and integrated with everyday life.

In 2006 the Asian Arts Initiative presented Chinatown In/flux as a major exhibition with site-specific installations created by 7 artists at over a dozen diverse locations throughout Chinatown Philadelphia—from restaurants and storefronts to community centers and outdoor plazas—engaging residents and visitors alike to shift their perceptions of art and definitions of community. The exhibition was the culmination of an intensive two-year process of planning and community involvement, which we are beginning again for Chinatown In/flux: Future Landscape.

