The Call

The Asian Arts Initiative invites applications from artists throughout the U.S. to build relationships with Philadelphia’s Chinatown and to develop site-specific installation projects that will engage residents and workers in the remembering of the community’s history and the forging of its own future. Installation sites can be either public or private spaces throughout the neighborhood.

The call for applications is extended to artists working in all mediums. However, installation projects with performance or time-based elements must have the capacity to be repeated or somehow have a consistent presence throughout the six-month exhibition. We especially encourage artists who are or who would like to partner with architects, real estate developers, and/or urban planners to apply. The application process is open to teams of artists to apply, though funding for the Planning Phase will be designated for only one individual within each team.

All applicants should have experience with public and/or community-based art, the desire to facilitate progressive change within the local community, and an interest in interacting with community members as part of the creative process.

Given the changing demographics of Chinatown, we encourage applications from artists of diverse ethnic and racial backgrounds. Our hope would be for the artists involved in Future Landscape to reflect the immigrant community and communities of color, especially the Asian American community, that currently comprise Chinatown.

Resources and information about Philadelphia’s Chinatown are available on-line at www.chinatowninflux.org <http://www.chinatowninflux.org/> . In addition, interested artists are invited to attend an optional Chinatown neighborhood tour to learn more about the community’s history, hopes, and concerns.
